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HEN. Heaven, whose decree is omnipotent; forms us
at our birth for different functions ; not every mind
is made of the material from which a philosopher can
be made. If you were created for the lofty realms to
which the speculations of savants soar, I, sister,
was made to creep on the earth and to confine my
weak powers to the petty cares of life. Let us not
interfere with the just orderings of Heaven, but
follow the impulses of our own instincts : you shall
take flight on the wings of a great and splendid
genius to the lofty regions of philosophy, whilst I
shall stay on this nether earth, to taste the worldly
seductions of matrimony. Thus shall we both, in
our contrary ways, imitate our mother : you on the
side of the spirit and of noble desires, I, through
the coarser pleasures of the senses; you, by the
productions of light and leading, I, sister, in more
material ways.

ABM. When one tries to regulate one's conduct by the
example of another, one copies the best attributes;
one does not, sister, take as a model their trick of
coughing or the way they spit.

HEN. But you would never have become all yon boast
of being, if my mother had only possessed spiritual
qualities; and well it is for you, sister, that her
noble genius was not always taken up with philo-
sophy. I beg of you to exercise some indulgence
towards me and allow in me those earthly qualities
to which you owe birth. Do not, by trying to make
me copy you, hinder the advent of some tiny savant
who may wish to come into existence.

ABM. I perceive that your mind cannot he turned
from this mad craving after a husband; but pray
let us know whom you intend to marry: at any
rate you have not Clitandre in mind ?